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December 29, 1999

White House

Office of the President

ATTENTION: BETTY CURRIE

FOR: PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington,  D.C 20500

RE: JUVENILE CRIME

Mr. President:

We imprison children for petty crimes. And with each imprisonment, we allow out a more dangerous person, then before.

Instead of imprisoning children who commit foolish, childish crimes. And, thereby, creating a criminal. Why, not take those same kids. Educate them teach them to read and write and do arithmetic.  And put them into work programs where they assist in fixing up their neighborhoods. Put taxpayer money in positive work programs where these kids can get a trade or the funds for further education. Create a positive member of society not a drain.

Or send these children to developing countries. Where they are educated and learn the value of life and what they truly have. Let them accomplish something positive for others.  And send back a positive, confident, educated member of society not a life-long burden.

Put the money in the families up front. And we won’t have to support them for the rest of their lives, on welfare or in prison. Put the money in the people and education. 

We need to create the best man has to offer. Not support the worst.

You ask, where the money will come from? Take it from the war on crime and the war on drugs. The only way to win the war on crime or drugs, is to assure each human beings ability to develop to their fullest potential.  

Sincerely,

Beatrix Hartmann Shishido
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