                                                     Things To Keep In Mind When Voting

                                                                By Beatrix Shishido

We in this country have no job security and to get a 25 cent raise in the minimum, may take years and years of heavy debates, which cost more then it would have to approve the 25 cent raise, because translated 25 cents an hour comes out to two dollars more a day. 

We penalize the poor who want more then to live in poverty, by putting obstacles in their way. 

We lay blame for welfare on the generations who used this system. Yet, we are to blame. Welfare should have been a system to give a hand-up, instead, it became a hand-out.  Through welfare, the poorest should have been given the opportunity to educate themselves, so they could support their families and become productive, taxpayers. 

Instead, welfare divided the family unit and replaced the husband’s role as the head of the family with a check. It also punished anyone wanting to get off welfare, by removing needed health benefits and any earnings from the welfare check while adding daycare charges. In most cases working women were left in a worse financial position, then those who remained at home, caring for their own children. 

Where is the incentive to work here?  

Welfare’s place in society should have been to educate or to re-educate the poorest among us. Those overlooked by the school system in their youth.  We need to put our money into families up front, so we won’t have to support generations on welfare or in prison. We need to create the best man has to offer. Not support the worst.

We imprison the poor for petty crimes. Then with each imprisonment we let out a more dangerous person then before.

Instead of imprisoning children who commit foolish poverty related crimes, thereby creating a criminal. Take these kids and educate them, teach them to read, write and to do arithmetic. Any spare time they have left, have them in work programs. Let them work with builders fixing up their neighborhoods. Put the taxpayer money into positive work programs not more prisons. Create a positive member of society not a drain.

You ask where will the money come from? Take it from the War on Crime and the War on Drugs. The only way to win the War on Crime and the War on Drugs is to assure each human-beings ability to develop to their fullest potential.

It is time for real solutions, not campaign promises.

